JAMAICAN CAVES ORGANISATION (JCO)
MEETING NOTES

The meeting was held at Starapples Restaurant, Kingston on February 8, 2005, with 11 people in attendance. Apologies were made for Stephan Stewart, Dietrich Roggy, Mike Loftan, Rona Sterling, Gavern Tate and Susan Koenig.

Ivor called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm, gave some background on the JCO, then proceeded on to the meeting’s agenda, as follows:

1. JCO organisation - The group, which is currently quite informal, has recognized the need for more structure and organisation in order to better achieve its goals. Suggestions include:

· the introduction of monthly meetings

· regular (monthly) caving and hiking trips 

· workshops on caving skills and techniques

The main focus of the group is cave exploration, survey and mapping, and assisting in research (e.g. natural history, archaeological studies).

Another meeting to formally launch the JCO will be held later in the year.

2. Projects – The following projects are either in the planning stages or being implemented:

· JCO Website – This already exists. Will include notes of caving done, email notices, a forum for members to share info, etc.

· Sign in Windsor, Trelawny – Community consultation showed that residents support the painting of the sign, including the bit about ‘Home of the JCO’, and are willing to help keep the area around the sign bushed. Rona is finalising the lettering and illustrations for the sign.

· Caves to be explored – Expeditions to Volcano Hole, Minocals Glory Hole and one other cave near ‘The Last Resort’ are being planned.

· Planned Hikes – Cockpit transect hike from Quickstep trail to Troy trail (June/July 05), develop hike along train lines (e.g. Appleton-Ipswich)

· Cave hunting – the area east of Jackson Bay caves (Clarendon) was suggested.

· Taino caves – Two Taino caves in Spot Valley and one in Kempshot were surveyed, but maps still need to be done. Dr. Jones reminded the group that small caves and niches should not be ignored in favour of larger ones as these often hold Taino artifacts. 

· Video Project – Dietrich completed editing of caves videotaped including Roehamption School Cave on whcih he gave a presentation. Edited footage of the Spot Valley and Kempshot caves are available to Dr. Jones for archiving or conference presentation at a minimal cost. Dietrich suggests videoing Minocals, but this will be at least a 2-day expedition.

· Membership of JCO – It was suggested that Southern Trelawny Environmental Association (STEA) be invited to join the group. Members are also to spread the word.

3. Other Business 
· Caving Gear – There are 3 or 4 complete sets of extra gear available for persons without their own.

· Vehicles – appropriate vehicles for expeditions are needed. It was suggested that a proposal be sent to Environmental Foundation of Jamaica (EFJ), but the group needs to be fully organized first.

· NEPA permit – This has been approved, thus enabling specific members to collect bio samples, etc.

· Health Notice – Members were told of the possibility of contracting Histoplasmosis, a fungal infection usually associated with caves and other places where bird and bat droppings may have contaminated the earth. Symptoms are similar to those of influenza; most people do not know they have it and it usually goes away on its own. Europeans, the elderly and children are particularly susceptible
.

· Policy matters – It was suggested that a ‘Leave no trace’ policy be included in the JCO’s by-laws, as well as something on Caving Ethics.

Next Steps

The next ‘meeting’ is planned for the weekend of March 6, 2005 at the Jackson Bay Caves in Clarendon. Details are to be circulated via email. 

A working meeting is planned to launch the group at ‘The Last Resort’, date and details to be announced later.

The  meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm.

- R. Holder

          9/2/05

� Additional info available from Centres for Disease Control website www.cdc.gov
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