FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE GRANTS PROSPECTING LICENSE FOR COCKPIT COUNTRY – ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS OUTRAGED

Kingston, Jamaica

December 14th, 2006


The Cockpit Country Stakeholders Group (CCSG) and the Jamaica Environmental Advocacy Network (JEAN) express outrage at the news that the Special Exclusive Prospecting License for parts of Cockpit Country has apparently been issued. 

Earlier today, at a consultation on the National Minerals Policy at the Jamaica Conference Centre, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, Donovan Stanberry, said the prospecting license had been issued.

Representatives from the Jamaica Environment Trust, Windsor Research Centre, the Farquharson Institute and the Caribbean Coastal Area Management Foundation walked out of the meeting in protest at this disregard of the wide range of public concerns expressed with regard to plans to prospect and mine in Cockpit Country.

“We have written to every relevant government agency asking for information as to what is planned for Cockpit Country before the prospecting license was issued,” said Diana McCaulay, Chief Executive Officer of the Jamaica Environment Trust.  “We have received no specific response.  As recently as Wednesday of this week, the Executive Director of the Jamaica Bauxite Institute, Parris Lyew-Ayee, wrote to us saying he would contact us to set up a meeting.  To learn that the license has been issued anyway is a clear indication of the disregard in which the Government of Jamaica holds the public.”

Cockpit Country is Jamaica’s largest remaining area of primary forest, an internationally recognized biological treasure, and a region which sustains the water supply of most of western Jamaica.  The CCSG has developed a map of Cockpit Country, showing the areas which should be closed to mining and prospecting and this too has been widely circulated, including being printed in the media.

“I had written to Donovan Stanberry and Minister Roger Clarke and discussed the matter personally with them both at a Ministry of Agriculture Road Show which took place in Ocho Rios on November 15th.  Based on what they said then, to have issued the prospecting license can only be interpreted as an insult.   In the midst of dialogue, it is unethical and disturbing that such an action could take place,” said Hugh Dixon, Executive Director of the Southern Trelawny Environmental Agency. 

“By issuing this license after the letters he has received and the recent press coverage, Minister Clarke has shown that the policy of public consultation being discussed at the Mining Policy meeting today totally lacks credibility” said Michael Schwartz of Windsor Research Centre, located 3 miles inside Cockpit Country.
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